MMS CHORUS HANDBOOK AND SYLLABUS

2020-2021
Instructor: Kelley Townsend
Email: ktownsend@paulding.k12.ga.us

Course Description: Chorus participation offers the student instruction in musicianship, vocal tone production, music reading, sight-reading, ear training, singing posture, multi-language diction, scales, vocalization, music terms and symbols, ensemble repertoire and singing techniques, solo repertoire and performance techniques, and concert etiquette. The skills learned in class will culminate in a performance of choral music literature appropriate for the voicing and level of each ensemble. Choir members will be required to attend all concerts and after school rehearsals.

GRADING POLICY

Summative Assessments: 






                  60%

concerts, major vocal/written tests, 

Formative Assessments: 





    
           
     40%

written and reading assignments, vocal/written quizzes, daily rehearsal techniques, after school rehearsals
Description of rehearsal techniques grade: Student rehearsal techniques are evaluated daily during class rehearsal. Each day, a student may earn a maximum of 20 points. A student who performs to the expected level each day will receive a weekly formative grade of 100, reflecting exemplary class performance during that week. To achieve a maximum score, a student is expected to fully perform in class rehearsal, demonstrate correct singing posture, have music, pencil and any other necessary materials that enable successful performance, and avoid anything which hinders class performance (non-performance, gum, food, etc.)

Make-up Policy: Absences prevent students from daily rehearsal, which is time that cannot be made up.  Half of the daily rehearsal technique points can be recovered by choosing one of these two options:

1.  Student may make an appointment to see Mrs. Townsend during homeroom and make up missed tonal and melodic practice
2. If tonal and melodic practice is available online, student can submit a video of themselves practicing what was missed in class. 
Class Tardy Policy: Students are expected to adhere to the Connections team policy.  The policy is as follows:

If a student enters the room after the bell has rung (or class change is over) without a pass they will be counted tardy.  For the first three tardies the teacher will warn the student and refer to the acceptable behavior contract.  At the 4th tardy parents will be notified of the problem and a referral will be made at the 5th.

Being tardy interferes with daily rehearsal.  Unexcused tardies will affect the Work Habits grade.

Weekly Rehearsal Focus:  *subject to change
Here is an example of how weekly rehearsals will proceed in preparation for the first concert.  Each concert prep will be similar.  Weekly rehearsal timelines and content are estimates based on typical rehearsal progress. Content and pace may be altered and updated on a regular basis as the director continually assesses and addresses student needs/performance. 

· Week 1: Chorus procedures and policies, discussion of optional choral opportunities for the year, vocal evaluations, vocal warm-ups, introduce tonal memory/scale practice, screen for All-State. 

· Week 2: Review/introduction of vocal sight-reading, basic rhythms/notation, assign fall music, folder and storage slot, begin rehearsing fall music, begin rehearsing All State solos.
· Week 3: Rehearse Fall Concert music - notes and rhythms, continue sight-reading/tonal memory/scale practice.
· Week 4: Rehearse Fall Concert repertoire – reinforce notes/rhythms, tone, and diction, further the sight-reading/tonal memory/scale practice.

· Week 5: Rehearse Fall Concert repertoire – tone quality, reinforce diction (vowels/consonants), foreign language texts, continue musicianship training.

· Week 6: Rehearse Fall Concert repertoire – precision, dynamics, phrasing, review concert needs.

· Week 7: Continue polishing concert music and developing sight-reading skills. 

· Week 8: Continue polishing concert music and sight-reading/tonal memory/scale practice,. 

· Week 9: Final rehearsals of Fall Concert repertoire, continue sight-reading/tonal memory/scale practice, Discuss and practice concert/stage etiquette and logistics. Continue rehearsing musicianship skills and present concert.
· Week 10: continue sight-reading study and ear training.  Collect Fall Concert music, watch and evaluate concert recording/video, begin prep for next concert

County Policy for Performance Grades:

The Paulding County Board of Education policy classifies Choral and Band Programs as co-curricular. This policy means that participation in all practices and performances both during and after the school day are included as major part of the class grade.  

Paulding County School Board Policy Regarding Co-Curricular Programs Music Education

Marching band, concert bands, and chorus programs in grades 6 through 12 are co-curricular in nature. Students enrolled in band and chorus classes shall be expected to participate in all practices and performances, including those practices and performances conducted outside of normal school hours.  Students will receive class grades for co-curricular practices and performances.  Attendance and disciplinary policies, rules, and regulations for students and school personnel are expected to be adhered to during all co-curricular activities.  The principal has the authority to waive any of these criteria due to mitigating circumstances.
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Each concert is a formal assessment, 60% of the overall grade. Students are expected to arrive on time and be appropriately dressed. Students are expected to be present for the full concert, not just their chorus. Points will be deducted for tardy arrival, leaving early, inappropriate behavior/dress, as well as technical errors during the singing of the performance and any other questionable issues observed by the director.  These expectations are county wide and are not intended to be punitive, but to support and enhance quality within county music programs. 

MATERIALS: (MUSIC AND TEXTBOOKS)

· MUSIC: Choir students will be issued choral music. Students are to have their choir music in a folder and a sharpened pencil in their pencil pouch during class each day. Music will correspond with a numbered cabinet storage slot in the choir room. Students may store music in the cabinet or take it home for practice (but return it for the next rehearsal). 

· Students are financially responsible for replacing lost or damaged music. The total replacement cost will include the cost of replacing all music included in binder. Be careful with the music to avoid damage and loss.

· Students are expected to write musical markings in their music as guided by the director during rehearsal. All markings are to be made ONLY IN PENCIL. Use of a pen will lead to damage fees.
· Textbooks replacement costs:
· Sight-Singing Books $17.49
· Choral repertoire books $19.98
· CHORAL TEXTBOOKS: Typically, the choral textbooks will be used as a class set and not issued to individual students. Students are responsible for fines should he/she harm the book during class use. If a book is issued to an individual student for a period of time, the student is responsible for loss or damage fees. 
CHORUS CONCERT ATTIRE:

Girls: 

· A long black dress offered by the school from Formal Fashions.  Typically dresses must be ordered by September.
Measurements for dresses will be taken at school unless you specifically request to measure your child at home and send in the measurements.  

The cost of the dress is $60.00.  Dresses can be paid for in installments, if needed.

No dress will be ordered if the first installment is not paid by the order date.  

Dresses will not be given to the student until they have been fully paid for.   

· Black stockings, knee highs, hose, or tights
· Black shoes no tennis shoes, flip flops, open toed shoes
Shoe must cover both the toes and the heel, no slides, clogs, or mules.
Boys:  
· White, long sleeved dress shirt

· Adjustable black tuxedo pants offered from Formal Fashions
Pants are $25.00

· Black socks and shoes: no tennis shoes or flip flops, no open toed shoes (ha ha)
Jewelry must be conservative/minimal so as not to draw attention to the individual. No body piercing, fishnet hose, etc.  

Necklaces and bracelets should not be worn.  If they are worn the student will be asked to either remove it or hide it.


Clips, Headbands, barrettes, etc… should be minimal and blend with the hair color.  No large bows or glittery barrettes should be worn.
No perfume or cologne, scented lotion, etc…..at concerts.  DEODERANT is a must!
Moses Middle School Chorus

Student Guidelines and Information
1. Students are expected to be on time for class and all choral events.   

2. Be respectful of the rehearsal room and equipment.

· Gum, food, drinks and candy are not acceptable at any rehearsal or performance. Do not bring food or drinks other than water into the choir room. Singers are welcome to have sealed containers with water at their seat during rehearsal.

· Consider the piano, stereo and office phone not available unless given permission from the director. Any kind of property defacing is inappropriate and will not be tolerated. 

· Do not sit on the tables.

3. Come to class ready to fully perform daily. 

· Be prepared to sing, have music/pencil in hand, stand and perform as requested in all class activity. 

· Students fail to earn daily points by talking, not being seated when class starts, poor singing posture, having food/gum/drinks, lacking proper materials, lack of cooperation or showing insubordination. There is never a reason to be doing other schoolwork or reading while in rehearsal.  

· Bring a smile and a positive attitude each day!

4. Each day: Dispose of your gum when you come to class, put book bags and purses under your chair, get your music and pencil and be in your assigned seat when class begins.
5. During rehearsal, you will often be instructed to write “score notes” in your music. Score notes reinforce the learning skills covered in rehearsal. Mark as instructed and do it in PENCIL.  

6. Be considerate and respectful of the director and other choir members. Raise your hand for questions. Ask permission before leaving your seat. Do not talk during rehearsal but rather be a good listener. Good listeners are GREAT performers!

7. Students are expected to consistently display behavior that reflects favorably upon MMS and the MMS Chorus. Profanity is never tolerated. Show dignity and respect for yourself, your choir and school by your character and conduct. Don’t settle for less than this in choir or in your life!

8. The chorus uniform will be worn at all performances and for other activities as requested. All attire must be clean, neatly pressed and worn in the manner instructed.  

9. Membership in any quality organization requires commitment, sacrifice, responsibility and effort. Students who exemplify such qualities are the backbone of the MMS Chorus. Students who demonstrate excellence will earn consideration when auditioning for special groups, solos, ensembles, and All-State and Honor Chorus.  “Excellence” includes outstanding performance, effort, attitude, responsibility, cooperation, attendance and punctuality. 
10. The choral director shall have authority to suspend or amend any choir policy at any time deemed necessary in the best interest of the overall choral program.

Parent Committees:

The Chorus is only as successful as the parents who support it!  We always have wonderful parents assisting us in any way possible.  Look below at the needs and mark the area in which you would like to help.  I will compile the names and contact you as needed.

______  Chaperone committee: Available to chaperone a variety of after school events, like pizza parties, and/or field trips if needed.

______  Concert committee:  Available to help set up and/or take down equipment before and after concerts.  
______  Audio/ Video committee:  Available to record/ video the concerts, and possibly make copies for students or parents who are interested.

______  Photo Crew:  Available to take pictures at concerts and other events for a photo album of the chorus, and send them to Mrs. Townsend.  Also willing to coordinate publication of pictures.
Photos may be published in local newspapers and in the gallery section of our website.  You agree to this when you sign the appropriate page in the PC Student Handbook.
Parents and students: Please sign below that you understand and will support the choral syllabus guidelines and expectations.  

Student Signature: ____________________________________Date:_________

Parent Signature: ____________________________________ Date:________
Home Phone: _______________________________________

Mother’s Work/Daytime Phone: __________________________

Father’s Work/Daytime Phone: ___________________________

Parent Email address: ________________________________________

